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A H the moſt humilating . of 

 Y my inability to perform that part of the 
celebration of this day, to whith 1 have t the Rotbe* 
to be appointed, I ſubmit this (my fir) publication 
to the publick. Nothing but. the Important and 
pleaſing criſis to which our young American Empure 
is advancing, added to the importunities of ſome 
valued friends, could have influenced'me (eſpecially 
with a very ſhort notice) ſo far to have miſtaken my 
abilities as to have preſented this Qration, to the pubs 
nick eye: And the recollection of the many favors 
conferred upon me by the Inhabitants of this Town 
induces me to ſubject myſelf to that candour, which 


views. with kindneſs the ſeebleſt efforts ot an-haneſt 
mind. 
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HE great, the 8 best 
for which the collected wiſdom 
of AMERICA was ſummoned 
ee is at ee accom - 
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Mv e ee and Countrymen, 1 
congratulate you on the glorious event which 


Heaven has been plealed to produce in our 
favour And While we w ould do honor to the. 
labours of a Wan INGTON, a. Frank IN, a 
JonnsoN, a Livives ron, a Mozzs, a Rur- 
LEDGE, a Pixckxzr, and other political fa- 


thers of our country, WhO dared to ſtep 
forth in the greateſt dangers to defend 


American Liberty; let us not forget our 
gratitude + to the, King of Nations, and Lord bo 
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| KrExr, June 30, 1788, 
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I T H the moſt humiliating conviction of 
my inability to perform that part of the 
celebration of this day, to which 1 have the Rondr 
to be appointed, I ſubmit this (my firſt) publication 
to the publick. Nothing but. the important and 
pleaſing criſis to which our young American Empire 
is advancing, added to the importunities of ſome . 
valued friends, could have influenced me (eſpecially 
with a very ſhort notice) ſo far to have miſtaken my 
abilities as to have preſented this Qration, to the pub- 
lick eye: And the recollection of the may favors 
conferred upon me by the Inhabitants of this Town, 
induces me to ſubject myſelf to that candour, which 


views with kindneſs the feebleſt efforts ot an honeſt 
mind. 
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ay 'H E great, the important object 

for which the collected wiſdom” 
of AMERICA was ſummoned 
together, is at length accom- 


pliſhed, 25 15 


Mv Fellol-Gilizens and Countrymen, I 
. you on the glorious event which 
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favor dia white we w vould do honor to the 

labours of a Wan INGTON, a FRANKLIN, a 
Jonnsow, a Livixes ron, a Mozr 1s, a RuT- 
LEDGE, a PixcxxEr, and other political fa- 
thers of our country, Who dared to ſtep 
forth in the greateſt dangers to defend 
American Liberty; let us not forget our 
gratitude to e King of Nations, and Lord. 
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IMPRESSED with the keeneſt ſenſibility on 
this joyous occaſion, I will hazard a few 
thoughts on the great ſubject of our Federal 
Government. When we conſider the great- 
neſs of the prize we contended for, the doubt- 
ful nature of the conteſt in the late wat, the 
favourable manner in which it has terminated, 
together with the eſtabliſhment of a perma- 
nent energetic government, perfectly conſiſt- 
ent with the true liberties of the people, and 
this obtained in a time of peace, a thing not 
paralleled in hiſtory. I repeat it, when we 
conſider theſe things, we ſhall find the greateſt 
- pothble reaſon for gratitude and rejoicing.—. 
This is a theme that will afford the great-- 
eſt delight to every benevolent mind, whether 
the event in contemplation be viewed as the 


ſource of preſent enjoyment, or the Parent of 
future happineſss. 1 
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Tirt this period, the revolution in Ame- 
rica, has never appeared to me to be comple- 
ted; but thts 1 is laying on the cap-ſtone of the 

| great 
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great American Empire; and, in my opinion, 
we have occaſion to felicitate ourſelves on the 
lot which Providence has aſſigñed us, whether 
we view it in a natural, political, or moral 
point of light. 


Tus frame of government now adopted for 
the United States of America, gives her citizens 
rank, if not ſuperiority, among the nations 
of the earth ; and it has the advantage of being 
concerted, when the rights of mankind are bet- 
ter known and more clearly underſtood, than 
in any former age of the world. This con- 
ſtitution of government contains the treaſures 
of knowledge, obtained by the labours of phi- 
loſophers, ſages, and legiſlators, through a 
long ſucceſſion of rolling years, ſo that we 
have the collected wiſdom of ages interwoven | 
in this form of government. The three bran- 
ches are created and made by the original in- 
dependent ſovereignty of the people, and are 


o balanced as to be a check upon each other: 
And after two, four, and fix years, each branch 
8 2 are 


121 


are to return into the boſom of their country, 
to give an account . for the deeds done in the 
body, whether they have been good or evil.“ 
It has a moſt friendly aſpect on literature, and 
opens her arms wide to extend and encourage 
commerce lays a fair foundation for the free 
cultivation of our lands, and to alleviate the 
Farmer, whoſe hands have lohg been relaxed 
by reaſon of too heavy taxation—Is wiſely cal- 
culated to promote the Progreſſive refinement 
of manners the growing liberality of ſenti- 
ment and above all, th: pure and benign 
light of revelation, may have free courſe and 
be glori fled in the bleſſings of ſociety. If 
therefore the citizens of America ſhould not 
be completely free and happy, the fault will 
be entirely their own, fo long as they may 
chooſe wiſe and good men to ſet at heim. 


Taz preſent criſis, ny fellow-citizens, i is 65 
important, that filence would be a crime.— 

Snall Britain, {eſpecially all her ſons of free 
and liberal minds) while ſhe envies our riſing 


glory, 


ES 


glory, approbate this ſyſtem of government ? 
Shall France, ſhall Holland, and ail Europe, 
_ applaud the wiſdom of our Conſtitution, and 
we be inattentive to our private, domeſtick, 
and national enjoyments ; while Heaven has 
crowned all our bleſſings, by giving us a 
fairer opportunity for political happineſs, than 
any other nation has ever been indulged with. 


Pzxnays ſome may think I m too ſanguine 
in my proſpects. I grantit is yet to be deci- 
ded, whether this Conſtitution will ultimately 
prove a blefling or a curſc—not to the preſent. 
generation alone, for with our fate, probably 
will the deſtiny of unborn millions be invol- 
ved. Iknow that the wiſeſt Conſtitutions, 
and even that from Heaven itſelf, has been, 
and may again be perverted by venal and dp- 
ſigning men; and on this account, I am indt 
diſpleaſed that the Conſtitution has been ob- 
jected to, and carefully ſcrutinized by the jea-. 
!ous, yet honeſt intentions of many of -oryry 
worthy citizens; as theſe things will lie befe yrs 
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Congreſs, as a check upon them not to invade 
the liberties of the people. But I will ven- 
ture to ſay, with confidence too, that we ſhall 
be happy and flouriſh as a Nation and Em- 
pire, if the following ſentiments, ſuggeſted by 
the great WASHINGTON, take place 
and prevail: — 
- * ft. An indi :foluble union of the States, 
under one Federal head, 
ad. A ſacred regard to publick juſtice. 
zd. The adoption of a proper peace eſtab- 
liſnment; (meaning a well diſciplinedMilitia.) 
„ 4th. The prevalence of that pacific and 
friendly diſpoſition among the People of the 
United States, which will induce them to 
forget their local prejudices and policies, and 
make thoſe mutual conceſſions which are re- 
-quiſite to the general proſperity ; and in ſome 
Jinſtances, to ſacrifice their individual advan- 
tages to the intereſt of the community.“ 
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Tuxsz, my Countrymen, are the great 
P. LLLARS ON which the glorious building of 
our 
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our Conftitution depends—on which our na- 
tional character and proſperity muſt be ſup- 
ported LIRERTV, that life of man, is the 
baſis—Whoever therefore would attempt to 
overthrow this foundation, under whatever 
ſpecious pretext, will merit the bittereſt exe- 
cration and ſevereſt puniſhment his injured 
country can inflict. However, the cup of 
bleſſing, in a political ſenſe, is put into our 
hands, and happineſs is ours, if we will make 
it ſo, from the overturns of Divine Providence; 
yet how much depends upon our conduct, I 
repeat it, how mnck depends upon our con- 
duct, whether we will be reſpectable and pro 
perous, or contemptible and miſerable ag a 
Nation. The beſt things in this imperfect 
{tate are liable to be perverted to the worſt 
of purpoſes. | e BITS De 


| Tuars-is a very critical moment with Ameri- 
<a; theeyes of Europe, and the world, arc 
upon us; and it is a time of political proba- 


tion with every free citizen. It is certain, 
that 
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that the beſt Conſtitution, and che beſt Rulers, 
ill avail nothing to the happineſs of a people, 
ont good, induſtrious, and loyal ſubjects. 
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5 is a moſt important day with America ; ; 
in my opinion, as much ſo as it was in any 
period of the war; and of the laſt moment, 
as to our national character, for all to ſub- 
ſcribe to our Federal Government; and though 
all cannot t hink alike, which is not to be ex- 
pected, any more than it is that we ſhould 
all look alike ; yet it becomes us to unite in 
the. common cauſe as a BAND OF BROTHERS, 
fince we are all embarked together for our- 
| fs and our poſterity ; and notwithſtanding 
here are ſome who cannot rejoice to ſo high 

&gegree, at preſent, on the ratification of the 

Feleral Government, yet I preſume to ſay, 

that their living under it a ſhort time, will 


os give them to realize the felicity that others, 
anticipate, 
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Wuo would be willing that this ſhould be 
the ill-fated moment for relaxing the powers 
of the Union, and expoſing us to become the 
ſport of European politicks, and to be made 
dupes to ſerve their intereſted purpoſes ? Our 
Union alone, muſt give us dignity, power, and 
credit abroad ; wealth, honor, and felicity at 
home ; and without this, it muſt be extremely 
diſagrecable to reflect, that ſo much blood and 
treaſure have been laviſſied to no purpoſe ; 
tnat ſo many ſufferings have been encountered 
without a compenſation ; and that fo many 
ſacrifices have been made in vain. It is a 
given point on all hands, I believe, that the 
State of New-HamesniRE, from its local 
ſituation, will be more benefited than any one 
in the Union. Who then from a moments 
reflection, could be willing that we ſhould 
| exclude ourſelves from theUnion,and fink into 
D the ruins of liberty, abuſed to licentiouineſs? 


FROM a foricnts conſideration of the above, 
with other weighty objects, I have been de- 
cidedly 
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eidedly in favour of the Conſtitution, and have 
endeavoured to reflect honour upon thoſe who 
placed me in a fituation to act a part in this 
grand affair ; and who is there, my Fellow- 
Citizens, but muſt have ſincere intentions 
for the happineſs of that country where he is 
born, and where he expects to die, and leave 
the fruit of his labours to his tenderoffspring ? 
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WurLE our hearts glow with joy and gra- 
titude, to the great parent of preſent and fu- 
ture happineſs, on this fignal occaſion, that 
he has been in the counſels of the great, and 
made them ſo unanimous in ſentiment, (which 
to me, all circumſtances conſidered, is one of 
the greateſt events America ever experienced) 
I fay while we recognize theſe things with 
grateful ſouls, let us cloſe with the earneſt 
prayer of General WASHINGTON, in his 
circular letter That God would have 
the States over which he preſides, in his holy 
protection — that he would incline the hearts 


| | of the citizens to cultivate a. fpirit of ſubor- 


dination 
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dination and obedience to government to 
entertain a brotherly affection and love for 
one another of their fellow- citizens of the 
United States at large And finally, that he 
would moſt graciouſly be pleaſed to diſpoſe 
us all to do juſtice, to love mercy, and to 
demean ourſelves with that charity, humility, 
and pacific temper of mind, which were the 
characteriſticks of the divine author of our 
bleſſed religion; and without a humble imita- 
tion of whoſe example in theſe things, we can 
never hope to be a happy nation.” 
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